
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S8829 November 30, 2021 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Omnibus 
COVID–19 Health Care Staff Vaccination’’ 
(RIN0938–AU75) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 18, 
2021; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–2672. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare Program; CY 2022 Methadone Pay-
ment Exception’’ (RIN0938–AU95) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 18, 2021; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–2673. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare Program; Hospital Outpatient 
Prospective Payment and Ambulatory Sur-
gical Center Payment Systems and Quality 
Reporting Programs; Price Transparency of 
Hospital Standard Charges; Radiation Oncol-
ogy Model’’ (RIN0938–AU43) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 18, 2021; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–2674. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘End-Stage Renal Disease Prospective Pay-
ment System, Payment for Renal Dialysis 
Services Furnished to Individuals with Acute 
Kidney Injury, End-Stage Renal Disease 
Quality Incentive Program, and End-Stage 
Renal Disease Treatment Choices Model’’ 
(RIN0938–AU39) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 18, 
2021; to the Committee on Finance. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. LUJÁN): 

S. 3276. A bill to prohibit the circumven-
tion of control measures used by Internet re-
tailers to ensure equitable consumer access 
to products, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mrs. CAPITO (for herself, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. CRAMER, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. 
SHELBY, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. WICKER, 
Mr. SULLIVAN, Ms. ERNST, and Mr. 
GRAHAM): 

S. 3277. A bill to enact the Section 401 Cer-
tification Rule, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and 
Mrs. BLACKBURN): 

S. 3278. A bill to protect children and other 
consumers against hazards associated with 
the accidental ingestion of button cell or 
coin batteries by requiring the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission to promulgate a 
consumer product safety standard to require 
child-resistant closures on consumer prod-
ucts that use such batteries, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
CASSIDY): 

S. 3279. A bill to extend duty-free treat-
ment provided with respect to imports from 

Haiti under the Caribbean Basin Economic 
Recovery Act; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR): 

S. 3280. A bill to establish the Office of 
Children in Family Security and an Ambas-
sador at Large for Children in Family Secu-
rity, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and 
Mr. TOOMEY): 

S. 3281. A bill to amend the Bill Emerson 
Good Samaritan Food Donation Act to clar-
ify and expand food donation, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. KELLY (for himself and Mr. 
RISCH): 

S. 3282. A bill to amend the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act and the Safe Drinking 
Water Act to authorize grants for smart 
water infrastructure technology, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. WAR-
REN, and Mr. PADILLA): 

S. 3283. A bill to amend the Federal Insec-
ticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act to 
fully protect the safety of children and the 
environment, to remove dangerous pesticides 
from use, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Mrs. 
FISCHER): 

S. 3284. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to establish a toll-free tele-
phone helpline for veterans and other eligi-
ble individuals to use to obtain information 
about the benefits and services provided by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
SANDERS, and Ms. WARREN): 

S. 3285. A bill to improve protections for 
meatpacking workers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr. 
DURBIN): 

S. 3286. A bill to include a Federal defender 
as a nonvoting member of the United States 
Sentencing Commission; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr. 
DAINES, Mr. RISCH, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. CASSIDY, 
Mr. MARSHALL, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. 
LEE, and Ms. MURKOWSKI): 

S. 3287. A bill to provide for the develop-
ment and issuance of a plan to increase oil 
and gas production on Federal land in con-
junction with a drawdown of petroleum re-
serves from the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr. 
THUNE): 

S. 3288. A bill to reauthorize and reform 
the National Telecommunications and Infor-
mation Administration, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr. 
SULLIVAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. DURBIN, 
and Mr. KING): 

S. Res. 460. A resolution designating No-
vember 2021 as ‘‘National Runaway Preven-
tion Month’’; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr. 
SULLIVAN): 

S. Res. 461. A resolution commemorating 
and supporting the goals of World AIDS Day; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Ms. SMITH (for herself, Mr. RUBIO, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mrs. CAPITO, and 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina): 

S. Res. 462. A resolution designating No-
vember 2021 as ‘‘National Lung Cancer 
Awareness Month’’ and expressing support 
for early detection and treatment of lung 
cancer; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself, Mr. 
CARDIN, and Mr. BRAUN): 

S. Res. 463. A resolution expressing support 
for the goals of Stomach Cancer Awareness 
Month; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. PORTMAN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. MANCHIN, Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. RISCH, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. MORAN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. 
KING, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. BENNET, 
Mr. THUNE, Mr. CASEY, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. HOEVEN, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. SCOTT of South 
Carolina, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. BROWN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Mr. BURR, Mr. WICKER, Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida, Mr. HAWLEY, Ms. 
LUMMIS, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. HAGERTY, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mr. LANKFORD, and Ms. STABENOW): 

S. Res. 464. A resolution expressing support 
for the goals of National Adoption Month 
and National Adoption Day by promoting na-
tional awareness of adoption and the chil-
dren waiting for adoption, celebrating chil-
dren and families involved in adoption, and 
encouraging the people of the United States 
to secure safety, permanency, and well-being 
for all children; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 300 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 300, a bill to address the 
history of discrimination against Black 
farmers and ranchers, to require re-
forms within the Department of Agri-
culture to prevent future discrimina-
tion, and for other purposes. 

S. 385 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 385, a bill to improve the 
full-service community school pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

S. 697 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 697, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint commemorative 
coins in recognition of the Bicenten-
nial of Harriet Tubman’s birth. 

S. 766 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 766, a bill to amend the 
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Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow 
an above-the-line deduction for attor-
ney fees and costs in connection with 
consumer claim awards. 

S. 773 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 773, a bill to enable certain hospitals 
that were participating in or applied 
for the drug discount program under 
section 340B of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act prior to the COVID–19 public 
health emergency to temporarily 
maintain eligibility for such program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 864 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
864, a bill to extend Federal Pell Grant 
eligibility of certain short-term pro-
grams. 

S. 923 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 923, a bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency to establish a consumer recy-
cling education and outreach grant 
program, and for other purposes. 

S. 958 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
958, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to expand the allowable 
use criteria for new access points 
grants for community health centers. 

S. 1302 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1302, a bill to amend title II of 
the Social Security Act to repeal the 
Government pension offset and wind-
fall elimination provisions. 

S. 1488 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1488, a bill to amend title 
37, United States Code, to establish a 
basic needs allowance for low-income 
regular members of the Armed Forces. 

S. 1512 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Senator from 
Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1512, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to ex-
pand access to telehealth services, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1651 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the name of the Senator from Iowa 
(Ms. ERNST) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1651, a bill to impose certain 
measures with respect to Hizballah-af-
fected areas in Latin America and the 
Caribbean and to impose sanctions 
with respect to senior foreign political 
figures in Latin America who support 
Hizballah, and for other purposes. 

S. 1698 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1698, a bill to allow for 
hemp-derived cannabidiol and hemp-de-
rived cannabidiol containing sub-
stances in dietary supplements and 
food. 

S. 1859 

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1859, a bill to amend 
title 37, United States Code, to require 
the Secretary concerned to pay a mem-
ber in the reserve component of an 
Armed Force a special bonus or incen-
tive pay in the same amount as a mem-
ber in the regular component of that 
Armed Force. 

S. 1964 

At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1964, a bill to amend the Omni-
bus Parks and Public Lands Manage-
ment Act of 1996 to provide for the es-
tablishment of a Ski Area Fee Reten-
tion Account, and for other purposes. 

S. 1988 

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1988, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to protect ac-
cess to telehealth services under the 
Medicare program. 

S. 2036 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2036, a bill to amend the Pack-
ers and Stockyards Act, 1921, to estab-
lish the Office of the Special Investi-
gator for Competition Matters, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2328 

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
the name of the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 2328, a bill to direct the 
Presidential designee under the Uni-
formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 
Voting Act to develop and implement a 
plan to provide end-to-end electronic 
voting services for absent uniformed 
services voters under such Act who are 
deployed or mobilized to locations with 
limited or immature postal service. 

S. 2562 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2562, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to improve extended care serv-
ices by providing Medicare bene-
ficiaries with an option for cost effec-
tive home-based extended care under 
the Medicare program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2597 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
names of the Senator from Mississippi 

(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) and the Senator 
from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2597, a bill to amend 
the Animal Health Protection Act with 
respect to the importation of live dogs, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2706 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2706, a bill to improve diversity in 
clinical trials and data collection for 
COVID–19 and future public health 
threats to address social determinants 
of health. 

S. 2765 
At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2765, a bill to provide that Members of 
Congress may not receive pay after Oc-
tober 1 of any fiscal year in which Con-
gress has not approved a concurrent 
resolution on the budget and passed 
the regular appropriations bills. 

S. 2879 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2879, a bill to provide that Executive 
Orders 14042 and 14043 shall have no 
force or effect. 

S. 2959 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2959, a bill to provide that, due to 
disruptions caused by COVID–19, appli-
cations for impact aid funding for fis-
cal year 2023 may use certain data sub-
mitted in the fiscal year 2022 applica-
tion. 

S. 3029 
At the request of Mr. LUJÁN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3029, a bill to amend sec-
tion 230(c) of the Communications Act 
of 1934 to remove immunity for pro-
viders of interactive computer services 
for certain claims, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3094 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3094, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to improve 
homeless veterans reintegration pro-
grams, and for other purposes. 

S. 3161 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 3161, a bill to re-
quire the Secretary of Defense to carry 
out a pilot program to supplement the 
Transition Assistance Program of the 
Department of Defense. 

S. 3181 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3181, a bill to prohibit cer-
tain foreign and domestic emoluments, 
and for other purposes. 
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S. 3215 

At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3215, a bill to amend the Act of 
August 10, 1956, to provide for the pay-
ment of pay and allowances for certain 
officers of the Army who are assigned 
to the Corps of Engineers. 

S. 3227 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. BOOKER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3227, a bill to require U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services 
to facilitate naturalization services for 
noncitizen veterans who have been re-
moved from the United States or are 
inadmissible. 

S. 3235 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3235, a bill to apply the Truth in Lend-
ing Act to small business financing, 
and for other purposes. 

S.J. RES. 31 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 

of the Senator from Massachusetts 
(Mr. MARKEY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 31, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval of 
the proposed foreign military sale to 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia of certain 
defense articles. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3990 
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 3990 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4068 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. CARPER), the Senator 
from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) and the Sen-
ator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
4068 intended to be proposed to H.R. 
4350, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2022 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4069 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) and the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
4069 intended to be proposed to H.R. 
4350, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2022 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-

tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4306 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added 
as a cosponsor of amendment No. 4306 
intended to be proposed to H.R. 4350, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2022 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4316 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 4316 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4482 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 4482 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4799 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 4799 intended to be 
proposed to H.R. 4350, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2022 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4860 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 4860 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 4350, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2022 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, 
Mr. DAINES, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. 

LANKFORD, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. 
MARSHALL, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 
Mr. LEE, and Ms. MURKOWSKI): 

S. 3287. A bill to provide for the de-
velopment and issuance of a plan to in-
crease oil and gas production on Fed-
eral land in conjunction with a draw-
down of petroleum reserves from the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today to talk about 
the need for more American energy, 
not energy that the President is beg-
ging to OPEC or Russia to produce for 
America but American energy. 

Last week, President Biden ordered 
the release of oil from the Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve. The President, by 
doing that, in my opinion, is just pre-
tending to show concern about the high 
cost of energy in this country. I will 
get into why I think he is only pre-
tending to show it because the amount 
he released is so very little. In reality, 
this President’s call to release energy 
oil from the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve was an admission of failure of 
this President and this administration. 

Releasing oil from the Reserve is 
something that Presidents did in the 
past during times of war, the Iraq war, 
after Hurricane Katrina, and during 
the Arab Spring. In other words, it is 
something Presidents do in times of 
crisis. 

Well, President Biden doesn’t want to 
admit that he has created an emer-
gency crisis in our country, but his ac-
tions of calling on the release from the 
Strategic Reserve—the actions speak 
louder than his words. By releasing oil 
from the Reserve now, the President is 
admitting what every American knows, 
that America has an energy crisis and 
it is not for lack of the fact that we 
have plenty of energy reserves here in 
the United States. 

Last week, an estimated 50 million 
people over Thanksgiving weekend 
took to the roads. Those who drove 
paid the most for gasoline that they 
have in 7 years. Gasoline and diesel 
fuel prices are sky-high, and they have 
increased more than a dollar a gallon 
since Joe Biden took office just in Jan-
uary. 

Why is it happening? Well, it is eco-
nomics 101, really. You have demand; 
you have supply. Demand is up; supply 
is down. With the end of the lockdown, 
demand for gasoline has increased as 
people took to the roads. Yet domestic 
supply is still below the peak that we 
reached under President Trump. 

The Biden administration wants us 
to believe that releasing oil will solve 
the problem when he taps the Strategic 
Reserve, but I don’t even think Presi-
dent Biden believes it. I am not sure 
they actually know what they are 
doing. If you watched that press con-
ference with the Secretary of Energy 
last week, she was asked how much oil 
the American people use. She admitted 
she didn’t know. She said: I don’t have 
a number in front of me. She didn’t 
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